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SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION EOR PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES ON NORWEGIAN 
GOVERNMENT CHANGE NEXT WEEK. 
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SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER BRATTELI IS EXPECTED TO TURN 
OVER THE REINS OE NORWAY'S GOVERNMENT TO HIS LABOR 
PARTY COLLEAGUE ODVAR NORDLI NEXT WEEK. I RECOMMEND 
THAT MESSAGES BE SENT EROM THE PRESIDENT TO BOTH MEN 
WHEN THE CHANGE TAKES PLACE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IT NOW SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE LABOR GOVERNMENT OE 
PRIME MINISTER TRYGVE BRATTELI WILL COME TO AN END 
ON JAN 16. IE ALL GOES ACCORDING TO PLAN IT WILL 
BE REPLACED BY ANOTHER MINORITY LABOR GOVERNMENT 
HEADED BY ODVAR NORDLI. WHEN THE CHANGE TAKES PLACE 
I RECOMMEND THAT MESSAGES BE SENT FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO MR. BRATTELI SALUTING HIM EOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO US-NORWEGIAN RELATIONS AND TO THE ALLIANCE AND 
WISHING HIM WELL IN THE YEARS AHEAD, AND TO MR. NORDLI 
CONGRATULATING HIM ON ASSUMING OFEICE AND EXPRESSING 
THE WISH FOR CONTINUED CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. 
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2. ACCORDING TO THE COMPROMISE AGREEMENT REACHED AT 
LABOR PARTY NATIONAL CONVENTION IN SEPTEMBER(REETEL B) 
PRIME MINISTER BRATTELI WILL STEP DOWN AS GOVERNMENT 
HEAD. THE SCENARIO EOR THE CHANGE WILL BE SET IN 
MOTION JAN 9 WHEN THE PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE CONVENES 
IN OSLO TO DISCUSS PRINCIPLES EOR THE COMPOSITION OP 

THE NEW GOVERNMENT, AND ON JAN 1 1 THE COMMITTEE WILL 
REVIEW THE PROPOSED MINISTERIAL LIST EOR THE NORDLI 
GOVERNMENT. ON JAN 12 THE PARTY'S NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
WILL MEET TO DISCUSS THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE. SHORTLY THEREAFTER THE PARTY'S STORTING 
GROUP WILL ASSEMBLE. WHEN THE GROUP CONCURS WITH THE 
DECISION OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE NORDLI WILL GO TO 
THE PALACE TO BRIEF KING OLAV V ON THE PROPOSED GOVERNMENT'S 
COMPOSITION. NORDLI WILL RETURN TO THE 

STORTING TO ANNOUNCE THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S COMPOSITION 
AT A PRESS CONFERENCE. THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS EXPECTED 
TO BE APPOINTED BY THE KING IN COUNCIL SOON THEREAFTER, 

BUT MOST LIKELY ON JAN 16 WHEN THE COUNCIL ORDINARILY 
MEETS. ON THAT DAY BRATTELI'S GOVERNMENT WILL END. 

3. THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND INFORMATION MAY BE USEFUL 
FOR PREPARING MESSAGE TO BRATTELI: THE PRESIDENT SAW 
BRATTELI IN JUNE AT THE BRUSSELS NATO MEETING AND IN 
SEPTEMBER AT HELSINKI DURING THE CSCE SUMMIT. 

BRATTELLWHO WILL BE 66 ON JAN 1 1, IS THE LAST OF 
NORWAY'S MAJOR LABOR LEADERS WHOSE ADULT LIFE AND 
POLITICAL EXPERIENCE SPANS THE DEPRESSION, WARTIME 
OCCUPATION AND POST-WAR PERIOD. WITNESS TO THE FAILURE 
OF NORWAY'S NEUTRALITY POLICY AND LEFT FOR DEAD IN A 
NAZI CONCENTRATION CAMP, BRATELLI RETURNED TO NORWAY 
AFTER THE WAR TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT PART IN EXTABLISHING 
NORWAY'S SUPPORT OF NATO AND ITS PURSUIT OF CLOSER 
ATLANTIC AND EUROPEAN TIES. VICTIM OF ENEMPLOYMENT AND 
HARDSHIP DURING THE DEPRESSION, HE TOOK AN ACTIVE AND 
LEADING PART IN SHAPING AND DIRECTING THE RISING LABOR 
PARTY'S PROGRAM TO PROVIDE THE ECONOMIC SECURITY 

AND OPPORTUNITY WHICH HAS COME TO CHARACTERIZE THE 
COUNTRY'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC WELFARE STATE. 
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4. HE IS PERSONALLY VERY FRIENDLY TOWARD THE US. 

HIS AWARENESS OF THE CONSISTENT AND DEEP-ROOTED LONG- 
TERM TIES BETWEEN NORWAY AND OUR COUNTRY IS REINFORCED 
BY HIS CLOSE FAMILY LINKS WITH AMERICA. IN OCTOBER 
HE AND HIS WIFE RANDI MADE A PRIVATE TRIP TO THE 
MIDDLE- WEST TO VISIT RELATIVES AND TO CELEBRATE THE 
I50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORGANIZED NORWEGIAN EMIGRATION 
TO THE US. HE HAS ALWAYS HAD AN OPEN DOOR FOR THE US 
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AMBASSADOR AND HAS NEVER FATT ED TO BE RESPONSTVE WHEN 
I THOUGHT IT WAS NECESSARY TO MAKE REQUESTS OF HIM. 

5. IN NORWEGIAN POLITICS BRATTELI IS A SYMBOL OF 
LOYALTY,HONESTY AND DIGNITY. SON OF A COBBLER AND 
VIRTUALLY SELF-EDUCATED HE HAS BECOME AN INDIVIDUAL OF 
EXTRAORDINARY INTELLECT AND WIDE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE. 
HE ENTERED POLITICS IN THE TWENTIES HAS BEEN A MEMBER 
OF PARLIAMENT FOR 25 YEARS, CABINET MINISTER THREE 
TIMES AND PRIME MINISTER IN 1971-72 AND FROM 1973 

UNTIL NOW. WHEN HE STEPS DOWN NEXT WEEK HE WILL CON- 
TINUE TO SERVE IMPORTANTLY IN THE STORTING, MOST LIKELY 
EITHER AS ITS PRESIDENT OR CHAIRMAN OF THE FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. 

6. NORDLI, 48, IS A PRAGMATIC SOCIAL DEMOCRAT WITH 
HIS FEET FIRMLY PLANTED IN THE CENTER OF THE LABOR 
PARTY. IN RECENT YEARS HE HAS GAINED EXPERIENCE IN 
FOREIGN AFEAIRS, SERVING ON THE STORTING FOREIGN 
POLICY COMMITTEE, AS CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
REVIEW COMMISSION AND AS REPRESENTATIVE TO THE NORDIC 
COUNCIL. LIKE BRATTELI,HE IS A VIGOROUS SUPPORTER 

OF NATO AND A STRONG DEFENSE, COMMITTED TO ATLANTIC 
EUROPEAN AND NORDIC COOPERATION AND A GOOD FRIEND OF 
THE US. I HAVE HAD CLOSE CONTACT WITH HIM OVER THE 
YEARS AND, AS WITH BRATTELI, I HAVE GREAT RESPECT 
FOR HIS COMPETENCE AND APPRECIATION FOR THE ALACRITY 
WITH WHICH HE COOPERATES WITH US. I AM CONFIDENT 
THAT HE WILL BUILD UPON THE OPEN AND FRIENDLY ASSOCIA- 
TION AND THE CLOSE COOPERATION WITH US THAT HAS CHAR- 
ACTERIZED HIS PREDECESSORS. 

BYRNE 
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